
363Chapter 13: Crime and Criminal Justice

Sarah Becker and Jill McCorkel (2011) examined 
how gender affects access to criminal opportunities, 
specifically looking at the types of crime committed by 
men and women and considering how the presence of 
a male co-offender alters women’s crime participation. 
They found that most men and women co-offend with 
men; all-female offender groups are rare. Their anal-
ysis of national crime data revealed how women are 
more likely to be involved in gender-atypical offenses 
like drug trafficking, homicide, gambling, kidnapping, 
and weapons offenses when they have at least one male 
co-offender compared to when they work alone or in a 
same-sex group. The range of women’s crime participa-
tion increases with the presence of a male co-offender.

During 2013, 111,300 females were in prison, 
accounting for 7% of all U.S. prisoners (Glaze and 
Kaeble 2014). The International Centre for Prison 
Studies analyzed data on the number of incarcerated 
women worldwide at the beginning of 2012. Based on 
data from 212 prison systems in countries and depen-
dent territories, the center reported that more than 
625,000 women and girls were currently being held in 
penal institutions as pretrial detainees or having been convicted and sentenced. The 
highest numbers of female detainees or prisoners were in the United States (201,200), 
China (84,600), the Russian Federation (59,002), and Brazil (35,596) (Walmsley 2012).

The increase in the number of women inmates has caused prison officials to 
reconsider custody procedures for women, especially specific programs and ser-
vices available to women. Also, there are major differences between male and 
female prisoners, which have implications for women’s confinement and release 
(Galbraith 2004). In particular, women are more likely (a) to be serving their first 
sentence, (b) to be the primary caregiver of their children, (c) to be victims of sex-
ual abuse and trauma (Morash, Byrum, and Koons 1998), and (d) to suffer from 
depression. Parenting has become a focus of many programs.

Interactionist Perspective
Interactionists examine the process that defines certain individuals and acts as crim-
inal. The theory is called labeling theory, highlighting that what’s important isn’t the 
criminals or their acts, but rather the audience that labels the persons or their acts 
as criminal. As Kai Erickson (1964) explains, “deviance is not a property inherent in 
certain forms of behavior; it is a property conferred upon these forms by audiences 
which directly or indirectly witness them” (p. 11). The theory also considers how 
definitions of crime or deviance can change over time.

Males Females

All inmates

2000 1,298,027 93,234

2010 1,499,573 112,822

2013 1,412,745 104,134

Incarceration Rate*

2000 904 59

2010 943 67

2013 904 65

*The number of persons with a sentence of more than one year per 100,000 U.S. 
residents.

SOURCE: Guerino, Harrison, and Sabol 2011; Sabol, West, and Cooper 2009; 
Carson 2014.

Table 13.2   �Number of prisoners under the jurisdiction 
of state or federal correctional authorities 
and incarceration rate by gender, 2000, 
2010, and 2013
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